The occurrence of mycorrhiza in 40 selected medicinal plants was studied. The percentage of mycorrhizal colonization in each of the plant was calculated. The colonization was found to be very less in four plants and very high in six plants. All others showed a moderate level of colonization. The present work suggests the use of mycorrhiza as a biofertilizer to enhance the growth and yield of medicinal plants.
INTRODUCTION
In India, a large number of medicinal plants occur in the wild state. With the growing importance of Ayurveda, it has become a necessity to cultivate these plants. However, the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides has resulted in the reduction of quality of medicine. Hence the present strategy is to cultivate medicinal plants through organic farming techniques. Addition of biofertilizers can enhance the growth and provide resistance to the plant against microbial attack. 6 have reported the influence of AMF on growth and biomass production in Mimosa and Crotalaria.
The present study was undertaken to estimate the percentage of mycorrhizal colonization in the roots of some selected medicinal plants, so as to form a base for subsequent work on AMF as a biofertilizer for the commercial cultivation of these plants.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The mycorrhizal colonization percentage in the root samples were estimated following the procedure of Phillips In plants showing low and medium range of colonization, the AMF infection can be enhanced by the addition of specific mycorrhizal fungi as biofertilizer. This would surely enhance the vigor of the plant and hence the yield. The application of mycorrhiza will also reduce the chance of pathogenic attack and hence medicines of superior quality without harmful pesticides and chemicals can be prepared.
Further studies have to be done in each of the medicinal plant so as to select the suitable mycorrhiza that can be applied as a biofertilizer.
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